EARL   OF   MINTO
1807-1813
GILBERT  ELLIOT,  afterwards   1st Karl  of Minto,
was "born at Minto in Roxburghshire on 23rd April
1751, the eldest son of Rir Gilbert Elliot, 3rd barouet, by
Agnes, daughter of Hugh Dalrymple-Murray-Kynyiimound.
His grandfather and great-grandfather had both been
Scottish judges, bearing the courtesy title of Lord Minto;
while his grandmother was a daughter of William Robertson
the historian.
As a boy Elliot was taught at the Pension Militaire in
Fontainobloau, where Mirabeau was one of his school-
fellows; while David Hume, who was then living in Paris,
acted as his guardian. He went on to Christ Church as a
gentleman commoner., arid after spending some time on the
Continent he was called to the Bar at Lincoln's Inn in 1774*
On the Northern Circuit he got a little practice, and in
1776 was elected to Parliament as a Whig, sitting first for
Morpeth and later for Roxburghshire. At first he
supported Lord North, but later Fox.
In 1777 he married. Anna Maria, daughter of Sir George
Amyand, of a rich Huguenot family. He became a friend
of Edmund Burke, and collaborated with him in the im-
peachment of Warren Hastings and Sir Klijah Impey,
making several long speeches which raised his forensic
reputation* Jn the House of Commons he was twice
proposed as Speaker, against Grenville and Addington
respectively, but was beaten on each occasion.
In Parliament ho opposed the French Revolution, MB
knowledge of France being of value. He thuB acquired a
reputation for statesmanship, and in 1793 was sent out as
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